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Steam Ship San Francisco Lifesaving 
Medal

Date
1866

Primary Maker
Anthony C. Paquet

Medium
Bronze

Description
Round bronze medal with high-level relief decorations on both the front and back sides. The obverse 
features a man and woman who are seen upon a raft that drifts within the rough waves. A large clipper 
ship is seen in the distance as the man begins to raise his hand while holding the woman upright with his 
other arm. Beneath is a date as well as an anchor (for hope) and sprig of Rosemary (symbolizing 
remembrance). The reverse features the image the figure of Columbia seen seated and crowning the same 
man seen on the obverse side of the medal with a crown of laurel leaves as he kneels at her feet. An eagle 
is seen at Columbia's side, standing upon a shield and Roman fasces. In the distance, a Clipper ship is seen 
to the left while to the right, the Capital building in Washington, D.C. is seen, with it's dome. An inscription 
and dedication surround the scene.

Dimensions
Diameter: 3 1/8 inches (7.9 cm)


