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Bowl with design of pomegranates and
chrysanthemum

Date
Koryo Dynasty (918-1392); 12th or 13th century

Primary Maker
Unidentified artist

Medium

Celadon-glazed stoneware with inlaid slip

Description

This bowl has gently curving sides above a small foot, a narrow foot rim and very shallow base plate, all
glazed, the glaze having dripped somewhat unevenly over it. Three spur marks on base. The low glazed
foot rim and glazed base with three uneven spur marks are characteristic of the technique developed
during the Koryo period. The interior decoration consists of a central design at the bottom of three
chrysanthemums within a border of ju-i sceptre-heads, with five branches each bearing five pomegranates
(or lichi) on the sides, and a scroll border below the lip. The exterior has a scroll border below the lip
repeating the form found on the inside. Five branches each containing three pomegranates each are
placed symmetrically around the middle. Above the foot rim are placed symmetrically five single
chrysanthemums encircled by a border of two concentric lines. It is generally thought that wine as well as
water was used in bowls of this shape and size. CONDITION: Very good. One slight vertical crack in rim,
about one inch long. A.B. 5/77

Dimensions
3 3/8 x 7 3/4 inches (8.6 X 19.7 cm)
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