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Nude by a Waterfall

Primary Maker
Arthur B. Davies

Medium
Oil on canvas

Description
Recognized for his distinctive and highly personal mode of 
artistic expression, Arthur B. Davies played a vital role in 
the development of American modernism. A figure 

painter, he was renowned for his Symbolist-inspired renderings of female figures in ideal Arcadian 
landscapes, which carried on the tradition of visionary paintings established in the United States by such 
artists as Albert Pinkham Ryder and Ralph Blakelock. Davies exhibited his work at the only exhibition of the 
Eight, held at the Macbeth Gallery in New York in 1908. He was later instrumental in organizing the 1913 
Armory Show, a watershed event in the history of American art. Yet despite his enthusiastic support of the 
avant-garde, Davies eschewed Cubist fragmentation and the vivid coloration of Fauvism in favor of realist 
style, influenced by European Symbolism, German romanticism, and his own inner vision of nature. 
Throughout his career, Davies produced oils and pastels, crayon, drypoint and pencil drawings, as well as 
lithographs and sculptures. Toward the end of his life, he painted many watercolors, taking advantage of 
the medium's fluidity, transparency, and easy portability.~~~"America Gone Modern: From the Twenties 
to the Sixties," Spanierman Gallery, March 11 - April 29, 2000.

Dimensions
17 x 22 inches (43.2 x 55.9 cm)


